The history of
The Sleeping Beauty
Few ballets in the classical repertoire can rival
the pageantry, technicality, and story-book
charm quintessential to The Sleeping Beauty. Its
1890 premiere at the Mariinsky Theatre in Saint
Petersburg was a landmark event, at which two of
history’s greatest creatives, Marius Petipa and Pyotr
Ilyich Tchaikovsky, collaborated for the first time.
Bringing together their keen passion and talent
for choreography and composing respectively, this
timeless tale has awed and amazed people for
centuries, having been performed on numerous stages
across the globe.
However, despite premiering some 130 years ago
and now being considered one of the most popular
ballets of all time, The Sleeping Beauty was not an
immediate success. Nonetheless, it soon found a
devoted audience that it has never lost, with the latter
decades of the 19th century marking a significant
shift in audience reception. This can be attributed
to several Italian guest ballerinas who illuminated
the Russian Mariinsky Ballet with their technical
prowess. Among these dancers were Enrico Cecchetti,
Alexandre Benois and Leon Bakst, whose expertise
and enthusiasm inspired Serge Diaghilev to present a
superlative rendition of the ballet in London in 1921. It
was this staging that revitalised The Sleeping Beauty
in the West and finally saw it get the recognition
it deserved. This opened the door for subsequent
adaptations to take hold including Javier Torres’ own
telling of the classic fairy story.

Although this tradition of watching ballet at Christmas
is universally shared, and has been for decades,
West Australian ballet has made it our own. A social
custom very close to our Artistic Director’s heart, it has
become a hallmark of the Company, not only bringing
families together for the holidays but also retaining
the collective spirit of classical ballet for the years to
come.

Carlotta Brianza as Princess Aurora and Pavel Gerdt as Prince
Désiré, costumed for the Grand Procession of Act III in Petipa’s
original production of The Sleeping Beauty at Mariinsky Theatre,
St. Petersburg, 1890.

The version of The Sleeping Beauty which most
resembles the original by Pepita premiered on 25
March 1952 at the Mariinksy Theatre and has not been
altered since. To this day, they have honoured and
meticulously preserved its illustrious past, making it a
living artefact that celebrates its journey to becoming
one of the greatest ballets of all time.
If it weren’t for Charles Perrault and the Brothers
Grimm, who popularised the fairy tale in as early as
1528, this beloved ballet would not be as we know it
today. Similarly, Walt Disney’s animated classic of
the same name can be seen to have contributed to
its popularity, with the film continuing to remain very
popular with young and old alike. Eager to see one of
their favourite movies adapted for the stage, they have
helped keep the magic alive so future audiences can
be transported to the colourful, wondrous world of The
Sleeping Beauty.
It is no wonder then, that a ballet as historically rich
as The Sleeping Beauty remains a signature work for
many ballet companies and a staple of the festive
season. No other period of the year is as strongly
related to fairy tales than Christmastime, with its
whimsical atmosphere setting the stage for adventure
and enthralling stories to unfold.

Original cast members of The Sleeping Beauty costumed for Act
I. At center is Carlotta Brianza as Aurora. Mariinsky Theatre, St.
Petersburg, 1890.

Grazia, one of the Fairy God Mother’s to Aurora (Mayume Noguromi).
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